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A THOREAU MEMORIAL 


Biggest newe of the annual meet- 
ing of the Thoreau Society on July 
i2th was our vice-president's an- 
nouncement that the Thoreau-Alcott 
House had been offered for sale to 
the society by the Alcott-Pratt 
heirs for $25,000. Competent men 
have adjudged the price to be a rea- 
sonable one and the society voted to 
empower the members of the executive 
committee and the board of trustees 
to investigate all possibilities to 
effect the purchase of the house. 
Under separate cover we have mailed 
to each member a plea for gifts and 
loans to make the purchese possible. 
And we must stress that we have only 
to Auguet 15, 1948, to reise suffi- 
cient funds. May we once again urge 
each of you to help as much and as 
quickiy ae possible, not only with 
gifts or non-interest-bearing loans, 
but also with the names and addresses 
of people outside the society who 
might be able to help. 

In the adjacent column we reprint 
a clipping from the Concord Journal 
of Sept. 22, 1938, giving some of the 
history of the house, to which should 
be added the fact that Thoreau lived 
in this house longer than in any 
other and died there, in the down- 
stairs living-room in 1862. 

We would welcome any suggestions 
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The Thoreau Society is an informal organiza- 
tion of several hundred students and followers of 
the life and works of Henry David Thoreau. Member~- 
shf{p is open to anyone interested, Fees are one 
dollar a year, This bulletin is issued vccasional- 
ly, usually quarterly, by the seoretary, All the 
material, unless otherwise assigned, is compiled ant 


written by the secretary. 


The officers of the society are Raysoné Adans, 
Chapel Hill, §.C,, president; Mrs. Caleb wheeler, 
Concord, Mass., vice-president; and secretary-treasurer: 


Walter Harding 


English Department 
Rutgers University 
New Brunswick, N.J, 


THOREAU ALCOTT HOUSE 


By Mrs. Caleb Henry Wheeler 


The lot of land on which this 
house stands was part of the farm 
inherited by Judge William Jones 
of Norridgewock, Maine, from the 
estate of his father, Captain Sam- 
uel Jones, the blacksmith, and was 
sold at auction, August 22, 1815, to 
H. H. Williams of Colrain for 
$75.50. Williams sold it in October. 
1819, for the same amount to Jo 
eiah Davis who had lately built a 
new house and store for himself 
where the Concord Academy is now 
located. On this lot, Davis built a 
house, barn and bookbindery, all 
of which he mortgaged to the Con- 
cord Bank in 1834. Meanwhile the 
map of 1830 marks the house “F. 
Potter’, and he was presumably the 
bookbinder who rented the house 
from Josiah Davis. Davis became 
insolvent in 1838 and this “yellow 
house” was assigned in trust for 
the benefit of his creditors and fin- 
ally quitclaimed to the bank for 
$425. in 1845. The next year the 
bank sold it for $875. to Henry L. 
Shattuck who turned it over to 
Daniel Shattuck In September, 
1849, ‘Shqttuck sold it to John 
Thoreau for $1450. and the 
Thoreau family lived here until 
Louisa Alcott bought it for her sis- 
ter, Anna Alcott Pratt. Here John 
Thoreau and Henry David Thoreau 
died. The ell was used by the 
Thoreaus for the secret part of 
their pencil business and was fixed 


up by Anna Pratt for her father, 
Bronson Alcott. 


Dr. Edward Emerson's memoir 
of Thoreau says that the business 
management of the pencil business 
was in the hands of Henry’s sister 
Sophia, and she carried on the 
whole direction after his death 
Henry’s discovery of a method of 
gathering the finest graphite by an 
air blast and mixing with potter's 
clay instead of wax, made a mucl 
improved pencil. In the end he 
rigged up a drill which made a hole 
for the lead like any modern penci! 
Warren Miles was employed by the 
Thoreaus to do the routine work | 
and later brought out the business 
Secrecy was traditional in the pen 
cil business from the time in 1812 
when William Munroe mixed his 
graphite, glue, and bayberry wax 
behind locked doors in his Iittle 
cottage on Church Green. The 
Thoreaus found that they could sell 
the finely ground graphite to elec- 
trotypers for ten dollars a pound 
while pencils were six dollars a 
gross. Henry probably stopped mak- 
ing pencils because the sale of gra 
phite was more profitable. Sophia 
and Henry packed and addressed 
the graphite at the Main Street 
house so that the men at the fac- 
tory woulg not know who the buy- 
ers were. His remark that he had 
made a perfect pencil so there was 
no need for him to make any more, 
was typical of him, but it also 
served to put off questioners who 
might have discovered this secret 
source of profit. 

It was from a pen in back of 
this house that the Thoreau family 
pig escaped, as related in “Men of 
Concord” and his boat was kept 
on the river bank behind the house 
across the street. 

Successive occupants continued tc 
paint the house yellow until a few 
years ago and it still remains yel- 
low on the picture post cards. Re 
cent biographies of Bronson Alcott 
and of Louisa have much to say 
about the serene home which Anna 
Pratt made for her father in his 
last years. 





Cont.) to aid in the raising of necessary funds and also as to the use of 
ae net Be Bs if it is irees o We would like to make it =. than — 
usual museum of relics. Among the suggestions already offere ng ©. a an 
apartment be set aside for the use of students doing research on a on- 
cord suthors, the rent derived therefrom to be used for the upkeep Hie the 
house, and that a summer school of American literature be establishe some- 
what in the vein of the old Concord School of Philosophy of Bronson Alcott's 
days. At any event, should the society succeed in purchasing the house it 
would bring about the preservation of one of Concord's most historic build- 
ings, connected intimately as it is with both the Thoreau and the Alcott 
families. Never before has the Thoreau Society conducted a drive for funds 
of any kind. And it is a likelihood that never again will there be an- 
other opportunity to so fittingly pay tribute to Henry David Thoreau. We 
assure: you thet should the society be unable to raise sufficient funds to 
effect the purchase, all monies will be immediately returned to the donors. 
Send your checks to any of the officers of the society: Raymond Adams, 
Chapel Hill, N.U.; Mrs. Caleb Wheeler, Concord, Mass.; or Walter Harding, 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J.. 


# # # # # # 
THE 1948 ANNUAL MEETING 


The 1948 annual meeting of our society was held on Saturdey, July 10, 
in the vestry of the Firet Parish Church in Concord, Mass. The meeting was 
celled to order at 10 a.m., with Dr. Adams in the chair. The secretary reed 
the minutee of the 1947 meeting and the treasurer's report (A balance of 
$479.78 on hand). Since there hes long been a question eas to the by-lawe of 
the society, the secretary presented e new set, approved by the executive 
committee, end these were adopted by the meeting es the officiel by-lews of 
society. It wes voted that the officers-of the society incorporate the so- 
ciety as:a non-profit-meking institution. It was voted to recommend that 
Thoresu's Journals be republished and that a committee be appointed by the 
president to encourage end aid this project. It was voted to send an offi- 
cisl vote of thanks to the commissioners of Middlesex County for their part 
in marking the newly discovered site of Thoreau's Walcen cebin. 

The nomineting committee presented its report through Roger Payne end 
the following officers were elected: President, Raymond Adams, Chapel Hill, 
N.C., Vice-presicent, Mre. Caleb Wheeler, Concord, Mess.; Secretery-treasur- 
er, Welter Harding, Princeton, N.J.; ather members of the Executive Commit- 
tee: W.B.Conent and Roland Robbins of Concord, Mess.; Roland D. Sawyer, Were, 
Msos.; H.W.L.Dané, Cambridge, Mass.; Edwin Way Teale, Baldwin, L.1L.; and 
Rella Ritchell, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

-It was voted to continue the Thoreau Memoriel fund trustees. Raymond 
Emerson of Concord and Raymond Adams were re-elected to terms of six years 
eech. Edwin Way Teale was elected to fill e vacent term of four yeers. 


Following the morning business seseion, the members heard an address by 
Dr, Raymond Adems on "Emerson's House et Walden." This will be reprinted by 
the society. 

At noon, the meeting was edjourned to the ThoreeueAlcott House on Main 
Street where a picnic lunch wes held and where the members were taken on a 
tour of the house by Mrs. Kussin of Concord, e granddaughter of one of the 
Alcett "Little Women. " 

At 2 pem., the meeting was opened egain at the church vestry and Ur. 
Leon Heusmen of Rutgers University delivered © lecture on "Thoreau on Monad- 
neck" which will be printed by the society. This wes followed by an extem- 
porsneous reading of a short play, entitled "Walden," by Leonerd Kleinfeld. 
Mirc. leslie Anderson of Concord, Mass., then delivered a lecture on "The 
Thoreau Country," consisting of quotations from Thoreau's Journcls end il- 
lustreted with kodachrome slides of the Concord countryside. 

Trie lest lecture was followed by a second session of the business 
meeting in which Mrs. Celeb Wheeler snnounced that the Thoreau-Alcott House 
wes for sale for $25,000 and urged that the society strive to purchese it es 
& mémoriel to Thoreru. It was voted that it was the sentiment of the meeting 
to purchase the house and that a committee made up of the executive committee 





and the boerd of trustees explore all possibilities toward effecting the pur- 
chase 0: the house and to report by Sept. 1, 1948. The meeting was adjourned 
at 4:45 and informal walks to Walden Pond were announced. 


BY-LAWS OF THE THOREAU SOCIETY 
(These by-laws were adopted at the 1948 annual meeting.) 
I. The name of this society shall be the Thoreau Society. 
II. The purpose of this society shall be to honor Henry David Tho- 
-reeu, to stimulate more general interest in his works, to coordinate re- 
seerch in his life and writings, and to act as a repository for Thoreauane. 

III. The offficers of this society shell consist of a president, a vice- 
president, and a secretary-treasurer, all to be elected for terms of one 
year, and a boerd of directors consisting of the three officers as steted 
end six others to be elected for rotating terms of three years, two of whom 
are to be elected each year. The election of these officers shell be con- 
ducted each year by a nomineting committee of three members to be appointed 
by the president et least three months prior to the annual meeting. All 
members shall be invited to make nominations. A voting list of all thoee 
nomineted end willing to serve shall be mailed st least one month before the 
dete of the annual meeting to all the members, and must be received back by 
the nomineting committee at least one week before the annual meeting. The 
result of the balloting shall be announced at the annusl meeting and the 
candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall be declered the duly 
elected officers of the society. A vacancy in any office shall be filled by 
the boerd of directors until the next regular election. 

IV. The members of the society shall consist of any persons interested 
in Thoresu who shsll apply for membership and continue to pay their annual 
dues or subscribe to a life membership in the society. Dues of the society 
shell be one dollar a year; life membership, twenty-five dollcere. 

V. <A meeting of the society shall be held each yeer, on or neer Tho- 
reau's Birthday, et an hour and place to be designated by the president. 
Special meetings mey be called upon the petition of twelve members snd the 
reccmmendetion of the boerd of directors. Written notice of sell meetings 
shell be mailed to the members of the society. At ell meetings of the s0- 

the members present shall be a quorun. 

- The duties of the offiégers and directors shall be to supervise the 
expenditure of the current funds of the society, the care of the repository, 
the issuing of bulletins, the preparation necessery for ail meetings of the 
society, and in general to forward the purposes of the society. 

VII. These by-lews may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the membere 
voting in any election of the society, provided that specific notice of the 
proposed chenge be sent to each member of the society. 


# # # # # # 


EMERSON'S HOUSE AT WALDEN by Raymond Adams. A paper read at the 1948 annual 
meeting of the Thoreau Society in Concord, Mass. 


There are very few things more discouraging these inflated days than to 
happen upon an old newspaper of 1939 or perchance 1933 and read thé prices 
of groceries, Then the evils of our time are driven home to us with a ven- 
geance, for in those days a fixed income would buy something. There is 
somewhat the same effect in looking into the real estate prices for land on 
the shores of Walden Pond a century ago. Sven Henry Thoreau needed not oc- 
cCupy another man's land at Walden; even he could have bought an acre with- 
elas Gade tae ‘?' nn chapter in Walden adversely. The price of 

5 & aiden fond at the time i i 
exeotly ae cs a hpreau went to live there was 
veryone knows that Thoreau went to live on Emerson's le 
nad and th 
= cg Mpc Ml trees with Alcott's axe. but we have not bothered .. i 
- i. ae happened to have that land, whether he had any idea of us- 
Seiésiiant cchotican tor. » had «4 other land at Walden. These are not 
: oreau society, for if Emer had 
land at the nor ’ 8o9n nad not had the 
thwest corner of the pond, Henry Thoreau might not now be 








associated with the word Walden at all. Not every landomer in Concord in 
those days would have wanted Henry Thoreau building and living on hie land; 
he wasn't regarded as a ver ood fire risk. 

The Pitot and almost Be allo way Emereon acquired the land Thoreau 
used is a metter that is cleared in two Emerson letters. There is the let- 
ter Emerson wrote to his brother William on October 4, 1844: 

I have letely added an absurdity or two to my usual ones, which 4 
am impatient to tell you of. In one of my solitary wood-walks by Wal- 
den Pond I met two or three men who told me they had come thitner to 
sell and buy a field, on which they wished me to bid as purchaser. As 
it was on the shore of the pond, and now for years I had a sort of 
daily occupancy of it, I bid on it and bought it, elever acres, for 
$8.10 per acre. The next day I carried some of my well-beloved gos- 
sips to the place, and they deciding that the field was not worth any- 
thing if Heartwell Bigelow should cut down his pine grove, I bought, 
for $125 more, his pretty wood-lot of three or four acres, and am now 
landlord and water-lord of fourteen acres, more or less, on the shore 
of Walden, and can raise my own blackberries. (Cabot, A Memoir of 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, pp. 492-3) 

There is something very human about that transaction. A poor poet (and 
Emerson was particularly in financial straite that year) went for a walk in 
his favorite woods and fell victim of some real estate sharpers so that he 
came home owner of eleven acres of briarpatch. And then his gossips forced 
him to make the best of his bad bargain by buying a woodlot at four times as 
much per acre. It is like the Hickory, N.C., story of Banker Cilley whose 
city hall friends ganged up on him. A stray and decrepit mule had been 
found wandering in the village squere. Advertising and inquiry indicated 
thet it wes nobody's mule. So the town fathers came to auction it off in 
the square where it had been found. They asked Mr. Cilley to come out of 
the bank and start the bidding at ten dollars so as to get the auction go- 
ing. He obliged. “How much am I bid for this mule?" "Ten dollars." 

"Sold to John Cilley!" But, as in Emerson's case there was a sequel to the 
euction. banker Cilley, feeling indeed silly, took his mule behind the bank 
and tied it to a post until he could figure out what to do with it. And be- 
tore noon & man came into the bank to tell him that his mule had died. It 
cost Cilley, as owner of that dead mule, twelve dollars to have the carcess 
hauled off. 

Emerson got a better bargain when he was persueded to bid, nor did he 
wonder what to do with his new land. Almost at the same time as he wrote 
to his brother he wrote also to his good friend Thomes Carlyle: 

And when shall I show you a pretty pasture end woodlot which I bought 

lest week on the borders of a lake which is the chiet ornament of thie 

town, called Walden Pond? One of these days, if I should have any 
money, I may build be a cabin or a turret there high as the tree tops, 
and spend my nights as well as days in the midst of a beauty which 
never fades for me. (The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle and Ralph 

Waldo Emerson, II, 77-%8.) _— 

He did not get the money within six months, and by that time Henry 
shoreau was busy on thet land cutting down a few pine trees, hewing timbers, 
leying the footings we so recently have seen uncovered, and in general mov- 
ing in on Emerson's woodlot and brisrpstch. Mr. Canby suggests that this 
was not an unprofitable arrangement for Emerson himself, that there must 
have been some understanding whereby Henry would clear the fields of briars 
in return for living in the woods. Whether there was such s formal agree- 
ment or not, the field did get clesred of briars. 

But within another six,months Emerson seems to have had some money on 
hand. Uneble to enjoy the Heartwell Bigelow woodlot now that it was occu- 
pied, or perhaps unwilling to disturb Thoreau in his use of the land, Emer- 
son bought more ambitiously across Walden Pond end, though he bought the 
land in the fall, he still called it ea new Plaything when he wrote to Cer- 
lyle about it on May 14, 1846: 

I too Have a new plaything, the best I ever hed,--a wood-lot. Leet 

fall I bought a piece of more than forty acres, on the border of a 

















little lake half a mile wide and more, called Walden Pond,--a place to 

which my feet have for years been accustomed to bring me once or twice 

a week at all seasons. My lot to be sure ia on the further side of the 

water, not so familiar to me as the nearer shore. Some of the wood is 

an old growth, but most of it has been cut off within twenty years and 
is growing thriftily. In these May days, when maples, poplars, oaks, 
birches, walnut, and pine are in their spring glory, 1 go thither every 
afternoon, end cut with my hatchet an Indian path through the thicket 
all along the bold shore, and open the finest pictures. 

My two little girls know the road now, though it is nearly two miles 
from my house, and find their way to the spring at the foot of a pine 
grove, and with some awe to the ruins of a village of shanties, all 
overgrown with mullein, which the Irisn who built the railroad left be- 
hind them. At a good distance in from the shore the land rises to a 
rocky head, perhaps sixty feet above the water. Thereon I think to 
place a hut; perhaps it will heve two stories and be a petty tower, 
looking out to Monadnock and other New Hampshire Mountains. There I 
hope to go with book and pen when good hours come. I shall think there, 
a fortnight might bring you from London to Walden Pond. (Correspon- 
dence of . . . Carlyle and... Emergon, II, 101-2. 
Emerson persistently hoped thet Carlyle might come to live in Concord. 

He repeats that hope in letter after letter. When he rad bought the 1844 
wood-lot he wanted to show.it to Carlyle. When he planned in 1846 to put s 
hut on the second wood-lot, it immedistely occurred to him that Carlyle 
might shere the study with hir am he wrote to tell Carlyle how quickly one 
might get from London to Cuncord. Emerson's great personelity drew one af- 
ter another of his contemporaries to Concord to live for a longer or shorter 
time. It is interesting even now to think how very nearly it came to peer 
thet Thomas Cerlyle should pve counted one of the Concord suthors. 

There is another recurrent note. Over near Thoreau's cove Emerson had 
an idea of a turret high es the treetops. Here he mentions ea two-story hut 
or a “petty tower." It may have been Emerson's ow idea to build 4 tower. 
He had by this time been to Italy and may hcve seen the toverse there. Leter, 
Hawthorne in Italy would be so attracted by an Italien tower thet he would 
conceive the idea of adding one (with proper spologies for the difference 
between the architecture of e Concord carpenter end that of en Itelien he- 
neissance architect) to Wayside, where it still is. 

I suspect, though, thet the tower idea wes not originsl with Emerson 
nox imported from Italy. The hut wae projected in 1516 end Thoreau wee ites 
srehitect. By 1346 he wee the crestest living suthority on Yslden architec. 
ture. ‘We know pretty well whet Thoreeu would have plsnned; = 
heve been a tower. Nor did he reckon without bis host--Frerso 
at Walden--for there is not the least evidence in Ererson's etvay or fnye- 
where else that Waldo Emerson longed for towers, ivory towers or oseinted 
pine ones. 

May it not be thet the turret «s high «es the trees on the north side of 
Welden Pond and the tower looking towerd Monsadnzsck from the rs2uth side vere 
products of that ingenious builder brorson tlecstt, who in Fis time bed built 
& good many towers on castles in Spein end a good many structures in imegin- 
sticon under which he hed neglected to put the foundstions'Thoresy specified 
in such ceses. Remember, Emerson hadn't edded woodlot to trirryprtich in vis 
first purchese of land at Waiden until pustrec to it by hic cronies. He cid- 
n't mention the turret until efter that; end one of the cronies wes slmost 
certainly Bronson Alcott. There is unimpeschseble evidence sbout the 1846 
"petty tower" Emerson mentioned to Cerlyle. The evidence is in #Alcott's om 
j2urneal, in two entries early in May, 12846. First there ie the description 
of the site itself: 

Mey 3. Emérson called, end I welked with him to the hruntse neer Welden 

Water, and he led me by the wood-puthe to the summit of the ledce on 

which he purposes to build himself s lodge for study end writing. The 

prospect was commanding for our chempion country--Monadnock on the 
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North, Wachusett and the epires of Groton and Sudbury on ag gn = 
South West, and neer wee the Concord River, end close by on nt ’ 
site side wes Thoreau's cot. It war a fit spot for a poet's lodge. 
We descended by a hatchet-psth te the dell near the reilroad, to @ 
spring of weter near the reilroad, some distance from the hilltop. 
Here he hopes to ensure retirerent sm uninterrupted ceclusion for 
writing. The Journals of Brenson Alcott, p- 178) 








And then there is Alcott's own suppertion of the tower in his journal five 
days later: 
. May 8. Evening. Emerson ceme in to consult me on the lodge he intends 

building on *he pexk of hie woodlot, nesr Walden Weter. He showed me 

H, Thoresu's desicn, to which I sdded another story os a lookout. (p. 179) 

Mr. Emerson, ss so often in more peetic metters, listened to Bronson 
_Aleott end, six drys leter ee we heve seen, sugrested in his letter to Ver- 
lyle thet the ledce mirht heve its lookout. Yet, that is the last one cen 
find sbout the lsokout or stout the lu@ze itself. ould it be that thet 
preeticec1, ervverterced house builder st Weider, Henry Thoreau, showed his 
eléer friend.how imprectics1 it would he te rad = petty tower end how unwise 
it wovleé te te perch too high a buildires or ¢ rock ledge? It is ret en im- 
poreible conjecture. ‘née then covld it te thet kind Mr. Emerson, who wee 
especisliy tender tewerd the feelirers of his reighrer Aleott, left the house 
in the planning stege snd rever trilt it st 911 so ss not to hurt the feel- 
ings of Alcott of the towering mind? Thet is not en impossible conjecture 
either. Certainly he deleyed it until other affrirs intervened, and yet he 
sllewed Alcott to build hir ancotrer study. 

Bronron Alertt wes in © building mood those Cerys. He was inerdinstely 
fond of = summer rrbor ke kad farrioned for hirself by weaving willow osiers 
inte an intricste nettérn (Mey Aleott sketched thet erbor once upon a time). 
Fe took Erersor there rnd wrote in rheprmody thet surrests the oriental books 
he wee reeding et the time, "Wher IT tecere cn oesier, and supple te the harca 
of erestion, then I wrought ~e on osier tent end wes keppy under it in s 
espirituel dey." (Jourrsis, p.124) He wee not henpy long, though; for he 
etill thought arout towere. Five dese leter Tesrerr ceme to cell, to be 


entertcined elsc in the ceisr tert. mut ween he “cd ceucghs hie breath, Al- 


cott led him from the tert erd teck him to the hilltop terind the houre end 
"“ehowed him the site of ry cur, ,csed ‘Leokout!® fnd then, I suppose et the 
eromgting of Alectt, Theres: clirted ¢ tree mend himself became 8 “looko:t" 


For Alcott, telling him how wide the view would te if the lcokout were twen- 
sg tee*t *ict, Indeed ee “zetty tower.” 

But thet tower, Tire £1] “leot’ towers, never got built. Forgetting 
she bouse et Walden for 2 tiwe, serving the morel of thet for leter, it mey 
not te emiss to devote © prragpresr to the rost fentestic structure ever 
tvilt in Concord, tre Umersor Surmer House, ae task to which Bronson Alcott 
devoted his entire summer end eutumn of 1847 end (according to Odell Shepard) 
"enjoyed wore then eny »sther thet he ever undertook." If the house was in 
eny wey £ sop to Alcott for not heving a part in building ea house on the 
ledge st Welcen, it is very pertinent to diecuse it. Thoreau figures in 
the Surmer House carpentry ena slmest lost Alcott's friendship for his peins, 
br. Edwerd I'merson gives tre beet eccount ef the Summer Houde; 

Mr. Alcott, in 1647, feehioned from generled limbs of pine, oak with 

knotty excrescences end atreight trunke of cedsr, ¢€ fantastic but please 

ing structure, seme hundred eteyr from the house, for a retired study 
for hie friend. 

In thie work he wes helped by Mr. Thoreev, whose practical mind wes 
chefed ct seeing a btullding, with no plen, feelirg ite wey up, as it 
were, dicteted st each step by the.suggestiorn of the crooked bough thet 
‘ves usead end necesserily ofter elitered. He said, "I feel ae if I were 
nowhere doing nothing." When it wes nearly done someone said, "It 
looks like em church." The idea wes not to be tuolereted by the trenscen- 
dentel erchitect, so the porch hed to core down for ite look of untime+ 
ly senctimony. 








Thoreau drove the neile, end crove them well, Where he hed them doesn't reslly matter. Whct mat- 





put er Me. Aleott made tre eevee curve uswerd for teres is that he did heve them. Sew rere tre books 
eauty, and Jined Bee roof witr velvet moss enc wi in wrich those thoughts found lodeirg doeen't 
eckegrum, neture sson recieimed it. Indeed élly matter. Whet matters ie thst they found 


‘der arerecn neively cslled it "The Ruin" wren iadghne-sonn heve continued to find lodging in 
it wee fresh from the herd of the builcer. In other minds. And for thet purpose a ten cent dor- 





gvite of ite resi resuty which drew meny yeople eared copy of Weleen will do es well er ¢ first 
ty see it, the Creuchts for it wee full of e- ec:ticn ir pristine condition. It will do fas het 
pertures for Coors nea vindowe} end the morgui- ter, fcr it got cog-eered by plenting and replent- 
| ¢ces from the mesdow close ty mece it untensble, ing thoughts in mird efter mind, while the pris- 
ene my fether never used it ce 6 study. (Emerron tiné copy steyed pristine by effecting no mind et 
in Concord, or: 127-8) éll. 
veoncose» 
eewrr@ amerson only recellec the structure. Tro- It does not motter thet Emerson's Wealden house 
reeu wee there end contritutec the nsiling thet never g€ot built. Hie booke got written. 4nd with- 
relc ‘the fearful rustic wus ees ne together. Mey -1. out benefit of roof over his head in Welden Wows, 
cott's drewings of the buildéirge (in her Concord 3 his thoughts got thought. For he did not ebaendon 
Sketches, 1869) give sore ae of ite twistec eyr eigen Woode when he abendoned the idee of build- 
Tollmn ené ite geht es end epertures for tre murec. ing there. After he hed said "'Tis tire to teke in 
Relgh Weléo Emereon wes ir Znclerd while tre byvilc- Seil," six yeers efter Thoreeu's death, eying Weldo 
ing went forwerd. Thoresu, crretaker re lrer. tmerson wes in 1668 etill going to his woodlot at 


ecr house wrote thus shout ite conestriy 
Alcott kee kerrd thrt I leughed, 
the people leurhirge, et hin erker, 
er leughed lcuder then when 1 wee on 
pele. but now I heve not leughec fe 
time, it is so serious. He is very 


. 


welden and wane ng trere the veluee thst had cherme- 
ed rim like new discoveries in 1844 end 1&4E: 
re do plece where I feel the joy of eri- 

nent domein ie in my wooclot. My epiritsr rire 

whenever 1 enter it. I cen spend the entire 

Gey there with hetchet end pruning sheers mek- 
lock ct. but, not xnowing fl? this, "s peths, without © reroree of wastirge tire 
innocently enough, the other csy, ts fancy the tirds know re, end even the tree 
ettertion to my methemstice. “Lic you ever move little speeches or hirt ther. Tren Alleb 
study geometry, the relsti: ' coer not count the time whick tre Arab spends 
te curves, the tra:citicn 


in the chsre. (Journela, X, 261) 
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the irfiaite? Fire “ringer : ~ » - 
ané Leibnitz." but he wot - Dr. leon Hausmen'e paper on "Thoreeu on Monsd- 
men of teste preferred ‘re ‘ neck," eleo delivered at the ennuel meetirg, will 
he ie e crocked stick himreif. He is cetting be inciudec in sn early iseue of the rulleti 
on now ec meny krcts en kour. There is cne vist j # # 4 # 
et presert ocevyying the peirt cf richest ecle- : Aloert E. Lownes, F.U.Bcx 1£31, Providence, 3%. 
veticn,--the preser.t highest roint;: src er meny ; se, de engeged upon © etudy of the first editicns 
knote es ere rot kendrome, I precwre, exe thrown of Thoreru's firet tock, A Week. He would ep- 
down eré cest into the gsines. Prey sh.ow hin ! precitte informeticn ss te the locetion cf any 
this if you meet rim enywhere ir Londor, for I ; ¢cpliee Ceted Pea mggyl is4¢ or 162, whetrer or not 
cennot tase him heer ruck gleines werce here. they cre in their criginel binding, end whenever 
He forgets thst I em reither young ror olc, rar ' poesicie their erovenance. 
erything in gerticuler, end behaves ce if 7 hed ff # f 7 
¢till ecme of the rrimsi heat in me. fs fer Yor those of you who wish to build up your 
the builcing, I feel e Jittle opsresred when : cwn Thoreeu livreries, the secretery has on hend 
core neer it. It kre ro great disposition to the fcllcwing items for sele: 
be teeutiful. it is certeinly © worderful ntruce : Sesrint cf bulletinge 12 . . 6 « « « « $50 
ture, on the’ Wrole, end the fore of the erchi- bulletine 10e24, esch . .« «© « © © © © 086 
tect will endure se lenge er it shell stenc. I! H ne,rint #1 (Curtis, ero Thoreau 
slovic not show you this rice cicne, if J did ; of 4} nereeu") © off 
not eysyect thet lidiar ned done complete juse hevrirt #£ \Jones, “Thor 2 Incere- 
tace tu the other. ‘(¥Femilier letters (1°94), crsticn). . « 2 
13¢-7° Thoreau'e "Civil Siiseiaataime >: + a wo “RE 
Suzely it will te evicent thst 212] was rot kere Foover “Gentenniel of shereau"™ 2. « « «30 
reny i¢tween the two builcere. /#fter sii, wher oxcevyt frum Forture, key, 1944. « « « 10 
twe “Crucke@ sticks" seek to seree on how te ere = 7 ff # 
rergee other cruckec eticzs irty « tuiluany, they The Csncord Free ?utiic librery now cwne 
cre egt to rur each ctr the wrong weyeetrs Tule three of the ceirtir, vwrickh were used ¢ illustrae 
ing eticks together ic sure te gorecete some Feet. tiers for Thoresu's ser 2: corcerd. These pointe 
it rust te pretty cleer row why erron seve tig ras ince vy h\.C.Wyet} f <ke c rpentere on Fub- 
aGee Of bullcing on the ica en 6x.ce free rerd's bridge, 2 MESS » COCY Emerson &: “narecu, 
ecr <leett tegen “im, roving 4 were provetiy enc iittie «chr --s -hOTeEUs 
vers gimole anc worrrtle , or Gs by ahs , # 2 a 
I sm inclined te think th s just ce vel) 
thet Mrerecr cid not bull @ et wcicen, un key lf, less, we. francis H. len celive 
chet lecye 28 @s wilc now 2: Viet tes . oe cre é paper es:cre tne lut of vda Volumes i Cie 
re cut Fis Indircr ,eth wath cret. « u + on “Thoreeu’s scitor story ana memiriece 
dic tuilc his house or the : e <i ae os, Jlder memere of che Gciet will rece thet ux. 
end ,peogle vieit the rite xr curries. ty © Siler ae ero s&h peyer vefore the Thorecu Su- 
with veneretion. There ise tre< 24% +8 sets £t one of its ennu eetings in Loncerc « 
te shrirer end holy segulct ie the ¢ : shet it ig still on the cee of the society to ve 
thet Lmercon felt when he et We Cf ts. ~-- " 
corru,ts into worehiz, of ka e.” Geicern ss we a 4 é # 
not significant teczuse of guste 2 eet 
sency hilleice nort?: of its eote nor te- : ' ry path, though ef cte 
Ceuse of whst snce wer ec brier er.c trer pat cyventful es thet of € 
le. Welder ie not significert ct & glece Ee Files in tke ¢2 ee, ie the wey to the ce st jo 
ie not significert ever of Fume UE-2 = is suece though he on-y wit 
crown or bGleek Loakse th ef a "sil moles fungi and disgrecee ras etives, st 
on the rere tock merketsee hocks ;! y -" is ro retter if he knows whet is 1 té E 
se enc J864. It is significent on-y betsute + Ciint." 
m Wslcen suggecte sore thoughts * ren} ssh --choresu’s Journsie, +, 





THOREAU PENCILS 


The opportunity for the society to purchese 
the Thoreau-Alcott House has aroused interest once 
again in Thoreau pencils, for the back wing of the 
house wes long used by the Thoreeu family as 4 
pencil shop. We are indebted to Mrs. Caleb Wheeler 
for this reproduction of an original Thoreau pencil 
wrapper which is in her personal collection. We 
might edd that there ie another style of Thoreeu 
pencil wrapper known and at a leter date we msy be 
able to reproduce it too in our bulletin. 
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WITH THE SOUND OF ONE'S OWN WORDS DEP?. 


"From this September efternoon, end from between 
these now cultiveted shores, those times seemed more 
remote than the dark ages. On beholding an old pic- 
ture of Concord, es it appeered but seventy-five 
yeers ago, with a fair open prospect and a light on 
trees end river, as if it were broed noon, I find 
that I had not thought tke sun shone in those days, 
or thet men lived in broad daylight then. Still 
lese do we imcgine the sun shining on hill am val- 
ley during Philip's war, on the war-path of Church 
or ©hilip, or later of Lovewell or Paugus, with se- 
rene summer weether, but they must have lived end 
fought in a dim twilight or night."--Thoreau in A 
Week (Riverside Edition, I, 427-8). 

"but from this July efternoon, end under thet mild 
extericr, those times seemed as remote as the irrup- 
tion of the Goths. They were the dark ages of New 
Englend. Un beholding a picture of a New England 
Village es it then appeared, with a fair open pros- 
pect, and a light on trees and river, es if it were 
broed noon, we find we hed not *trought the sun sHone 
in those deys, or that men lived in broad daylight 
then. We do not imegine the sun shining on hill and 
velley during Philip's war, nor on the war-peth of 
Paugus, or Standish, or Church, or Lovell, with se- 
rene summer weather, but e dim twilight or night did 
those events transpire in. They must have fought in 
the shade of their own dusky deeds."--Thoreau in "A 
Walk tc Wachusett" (Riverside Edition, IX, 183-4) 

# # 4 # 

Robert Stowel), Poor Ferm Press, Calais, Vt., 
hee esked us to announce that the Thoreau Gazet- 
eer reviewed in the lest bulletin now sells for 
Fi-oc. Copies mey be ordered directly from CUslaia. 


ADDITIONS TO THE TEOREAU BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Ballou, Adin. "A Thrush a Dey." N.Y.Herald-Trib- 


uw May <2, 1948. An "After Reading Troreeu" 
AoOnret. 








Beston Post. “When Summer Comes to Boston." June 
16, 1948. brief essey on Welcen Pond. We 
Bretton, F.G. “New England Uniterienism" ir Legacy 
of the Liberal Spirit. New York: Scribner, 1243. 
Pp. le3-500. An essey. OAR | 
Cenby, Henry Seidel. "From books to lien in smeri- 
can Memoir. soston: Houghton Mifflin, 1547, pp. 
Zel-8. on the writing of his biography of HuT. 
Concord Enterprise. “New Thoresu Memoriel." Apr. 
22. 1948. A photograph of the new memoriel et 


mms 


the Walden Pond cebin site. Copiee of thie pho- 
tceraph mey-be purchased from Earl Hicks, 5 Cen- 
tral St., West Concord, Mars. 5 

Coneord Journal. “Thoreeu Memoriel at Site of 
Cebir Completed Monday.“ April 1, 1948. p. 1}. 

Crowell, Reid. “Henry Thoreau at Walden Pond" 
Clssemate, LV (Auguet, 1948), 3-4. A very 
understancing interpretation for children 
of Thoreeu's philcsophy, in a Methodist Sun- 
dey School paper. 

Jeckeon, Holbrook. Dreamer cf Dreams; The-HRise 
and Fell of 19th Century Idealism. Tocndon: 
Feber & Fater, 1948. A most provocetive study 
of the philosophies end interrelationehips of 
Carlyle, Morris, Ruskin, Emerson, Whitman, end 
Thoresu. 

Lowell Sun. Photoeraph of the new memoriel. Apr. 
28, 3946, pe 272 

Myers, Helen. "John burroughe Sought Secluded 
Nook to Write, built 'Slabeides.'" Pcughkeep- 
sie hew Yorker. May 2, 1948. With much on 
burrcugrhs' interest in Thoreau. 

Robertr, Kenneth. "Be Yourself." Thie Week Meg- 
azine. June £7, 1948. p.2. Quotations from 
end comments on Welcen. 

Skinner, 5.F- Walden Two. New York:*Macmillan, 
1948. $3.00 Add this to the ever-increasing 
bibliography of Thoreau in fiction. Mr. Skin- 
ner's novel is the account of a modern utopian 
community in the Middle West, inspired in part 
by the philosophy of Thoreau's Walden. As 
Life has recently pointed out, however, the 
philosophy of the managers and planners of Wal- 
den Two is a gross perversion of the original 
Walden. While it is true that the philosophy 
of the simple life and the doing away with all 
needless luxuries in a search for the very mar- 
row oz life motivates these leaders, the at- 
mosphere of the community is completely sterile 
of the freedom of thought and the independence 
that are the fundamental characteristics of 
Thoresu's mind. The novel is thought-provoking, 
to say the least. but no one can honestly call 

t an @xpression of the Thoreauvian philosophy. 

Smith, John Sylvester. | The stascteg! ice Naturism 
of Henry Devic Thoreeu with Special Reference 

to its 3 istemolcgical Presuppositions and Theo- 
Togicel Implications. An unpubiiehed Drew Uni- 
versity doctor's dissertetion. 1948. 

Thoreeu, Henry David. “puilding a House at Wal- 
den" in bechelor end Healey, The Practice of Ex- 
position. New York: Appleton-Century, 1947. pp. 
1ll-121. Excerpt from Walden. 

"Civil Disobedience" in Locke et al. To- 














ward Liberal Educstion. New York: Kinehart, 


194é. 

"Eanneh Dustin" in Sendoe, Murder; Plein & 
Fanciful with Some Milder Malefactions.. New 
York: Sheridan House, 1948, $3.50. pp. 300-302. 
We didn't believe it until we sew it ourselves, 
but here is Thoreau as the writer of a murder 
myetery. It is an excerpt from A Week. A uni- 
que piece for your Thoreau collection--end good 
reeding if you are a whodunit fen. 

- “Life Without Principle." in Lorch et al., 
~~ OF Time and Truth. New York: Dryden, 1946. pp. 
c57-€1. Also includes "Modern Improverents, " 

Pp. 285-87, and "Plea for Captsin John srown," 
Ppp. 4&6-506. 

(Wheeler, Mrs. Caleb). Historic Concord Messachu- 
setts. Concord: Board of Trade, (19477), A 
leaflet guide to Concord with much on Thoreau. 














